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This documentation covers a portion of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad's Philadelphia Branch, constructed ca. 1883-1886, which 
ran north from Canton and then northeast toward Wilmington and Philadelphia. The section of the line being documented begins at 
O'Donnell St. and runs north and then northeast to a wye near the Bay View railroad yards. The line passes through a mostly 
industrial landscape, with the exception of the Greektown rowhouse neighborhood on the east side between Fait Ave. and Gough 
St. 

Throughout the corridor from Canton to the wye, the B & O Railroad is elevated above grade. It is single-tracked from O'Donnell 
St. north to Gough St., where a double-track section begins. It returns to a single track at the Bay View Truss Bridge at the north 
end of the sector being evaluated. Within this corridor, the B & O Railroad passes over six bridges. These consist of one concrete 
beam bridge, three metal plate girder bridges, and two iron through-truss bridges. All are still in use by CSX Transportation. 

Beginning at the south end of the section being documented, a single-track concrete beam bridge, constructed in 1953, carries the 
railroad across the eastern end of the O'Donnell St. bypass constructed at the same time. It is a simple concrete bridge with the 
date molded into the concrete flanking abutments on both sides. There is significant damage to the span and side abutments from 
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^^Auck strikes. 

At Eastern Ave., the B & O crosses a small single-track metal girder bridge over the original right-of-way for Eastern Ave. This 
sector of roadway now provides access to the former Crown Cork & Seal plant. The bridge has rusticated stone abutments and 
dates from ca. 1880s. Following the construction of the Eastern Avenue Underpass in 1930, this bridge spanned a newly created 
entrance into the main buildings of Crown Cork & Seal. 

Proceeding north, the railroad line then crosses a second metal girder bridge across the Eastern Avenue Underpass. This bridge has 
a single track but also includes a pedestrian walkway on the east side. It was built in 1930 when Eastern Ave. was lowered to 
eliminate railroad grade crossings. As with the other three bridges across the underpass, this one has concrete abutments and has 
been painted bright colors in recent years. 

Further north at Lombard St., the railroad crosses over a double-track steel-plate girder bridge. This bridge, which has concrete 
slab abutments, was constructed in 1943, and is the only double-track bridge within the railroad sector being evaluated. The date is 
molded on the concrete abutments on either side. 

The B & O line retains two important metal through-truss bridges, both constructed ca. 1885 when the Philadelphia Branch was 
built. Both bridges feature a single-track and are elevated to pass over other railroad lines. Both are examples of Whipple-Murphy 
through-truss bridges, and were documented in Zembala's Baltimore: Industrial Gateway on the Chesapeake (Zembala 1995:78-
79). The first of these is the Highlandtown Truss Bridge, located where the B & O crosses over the Philadelphia, Wilmington, & 
Baltimore Railroad (PW & B) tracks near Gough St. The second, the Bay View Truss Bridge, is where the B & O crosses the 
Amtrak line toward the B & O wye west of the Bay View railroad yards. This wye is the intersection of the B & O's Canton-
Philadelphia line with the B & O's Baltimore Belt Railroad from Mt. Royal Station (built in the 1890s), and marks the north end of 
the railroad segment being documented. 

Prior to the 1880s, the B & O lacked its own connection to the Northeast, and instead negotiated permission to use the tracks 
^^.'elonging to the PW & B Railroad. B & O passenger trains going through Baltimore needed to transfer to the PW & B rails at 
^^•resident St. to exit the city to the east. This situation became increasingly intolerable. By 1880, the transfers were abandoned and 

the passenger trains were routed to Locust Point, where the B & O had a large shipping terminal, coal terminal, grain elevators, and 
piers. There, both passenger coaches and freight cars were placed aboard carferries and brought across the harbor to the B & O's 
Canton shipping facility, where they were transferred to the PW & B tracks. Two massive steam-powered ferries could each carry 
several cars at a time. 

In 1883, access to the Northeast Corridor ended when the B & O's rival, the Pennsylvania Railroad, obtained the PW & B and 
rescinded the use of its tracks. The B & O was forced to construct its own line toward Philadelphia. The new Philadelphia Branch, 
completed on May 25, 1886, ran north from Canton and paralleled the former PW & B corridor as it headed northeast out of the 
city. In Canton, the B & O had established a busy waterfront shipping facility with grain elevators, and this became the southern 
terminus of the Philadelphia Branch. The carferry transfer between Canton and Locust Point remained in effect, but put the B & O 
at a competitive disadvantage due to the lack of a direct line through the city. The Pennsylvania Railroad had its own underground 
tunnel through the city, giving it a distinct advantage as rail traffic increased. 

This situation was resolved in the 1890s with the construction of the B & O's new Baltimore Belt Railroad, which brought trains 
north through the Howard St. Tunnel to a new station at Mt. Royal, then north and east through smaller tunnels to connect with the 
Philadelphia Branch at a new wye junction near Bay View. Both passenger and freight trains were routed through the Baltimore 
Belt from 1896 onward, and the carferry transfers between Locust Point and Canton ended. Despite this, the southern portion of 
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• e Philadelphia Branch remained busy and Canton continued to expand and diversify its industrial and shipping facilities during 
much of the first half of the twentieth century. The B & O operated grain elevators at its Canton terminal, including one built in 
1918. 

Passenger rail service began to decline nationally following World War II, as automobile travel expanded. Passenger service on the 
B & O ended in 1958. The Philadelphia Branch was primarily a freight line once the carferry transfers ended. CSX currently owns 
and uses the line for freight traffic. 

The B & O's Philadelphia Branch was an important link between the railroad's Canton shipping terminal, the Northeast Corridor, 
and the rest of the nation. It provided Canton with access to one of the two most important trunk rail systems in the nation, the 
other being the Northern Central. As such, the Philadelphia Branch directly contributed to the expansion of industry and shipping 
on the Canton waterfront during the half-century following its completion. Nearly 125 years later, the Philadelphia Branch remains 
in use for freight traffic. The portion being documented retains a high level of integrity. Although the setting has become more 
developed with the growth of the city and its industries, the Philadelphia Branch retains integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 

In addition, the six bridges extant on this railroad sector are intact examples of different bridge types. Three of the bridges are 
original to the line. Viewed as a collection, they illustrate the sequence of bridge construction technology used on the B & O over 
the course of 70 years. 

Due to both significance and integrity, the B & O Railroad's Philadelphia Branch, including its six bridges, is recommended 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C. The railroad had a direct and important influence on 
the industrialization of Canton during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It also represents an intact and excellent 
example of an 1880s railroad alignment, as it exhibits a number of character-defining elements, including its elevated grade, stone 
retaining walls, and three original bridges. The two ca. 1885 Whipple-Murphy truss bridges are rare survivors and have an 
extremely high level of significance; they may be eligible individually. This sector of railroad is not directly associated with 
bersons of transcendent importance and does not appear to meet the requirements of National Register Criterion B. It was not 

'evaluated for eligibility under National Register Criterion D during the historic architecture survey. 

Sources: 

P.A.C. Spero & Company. Historic Highway Bridges in Maryland: 1631-1960. Prepared for Maryland State Highway 
Administration, 1995. 

Rukert, Norman G. Historic Canton: Baltimore's Industrial Heartland and its People. Baltimore: Bodine & Associates, Inc., 1978. 

Stover, John F. History of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press, 1987. 

Zembala, Dennis M., ed. Baltimore: Industrial Gateway on the Chesapeake Bay. Baltimore: Baltimore Museum of Industry. 1995. 
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